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THE RUS? INI CONTROVERSY 
R/ Controversy ovor historical matters usually elicits newly 
discovered evidence which results in increased knowledgo. 
Historians are the wisor for the four articles involved in the 
present controversy between Je Menzies Campbell and Be VW. Woine 
berger concerning tho life of tho eirhteenth contury dentist 
Bartholomew Ruspini and his dentist sonse These articles are 
Yeinberger's “Bartholomew Ruspini and his Sons" (5- itoms Intere- 
est 72:789-805 Auge 1950); Campbell's "Chevalier Bartholomew 
Ruspint, 1728-1813, Surgeon, Philanthropist, Surgeon-Dentist" 
(D. Mags & Oral Topics 70:02-422 Dec. 1953); einberger's 
"ho Was Bartholomew Ruspini, Jnre?" (D. Mare & Oral Topics 
71:225-230 Doc. 1954)3 and Campbell's "Reply to Dr. Veinberger" _ 
(1bidey pe 


As the editor possesses no additional evidence bearing directly 
on the issues of the controversy, he leaves judgment to readers 
who have perused the statements already published. On one point, 
the question of the competence of Ruspini's son George to prace 
tice dentistry at the age of 17 or 18 years, some light may bo 
cast by a study of the ages at which contemporary dentists on- 
tered practice of the profession. A casual check has revealed 
these results: Fauchard, who was born in 1678, mentions an ore 
thodontic case which he treated in 1696, when he was 18 years 
of age (Chirurgien Dentiste, 1746, Lindsay translation, pe 13h). 
V Antonio itotondo, a Spanish dentist, born in 1808, demonstrated 
v proficiency in 182, at 16 yoars of age (Guerini, Life and ‘orks 
of Giuseppanrelo Fonzi, pe 131-132). James Ee Gardotto, born 
in 1756, fintshod his professional schooling in 1775, at the age 
of 19 years (‘Joinborger, Introduction I, pe 135)e Ae Fe Ae Dow 
labarro, born 1819, was registored as dentist in 1839, at tho 
age of .20 years (Medecins do Paris, 185, pe 22-225). Berdmore, 
who was in practice Dy his twenty-second yoar (Lindsay, Brit. 
D. Je 49:226 Mare 1, 1928), published his famous book when only 2 


Both Woinberger and Campbell mention a letter from one Hall to 

. John Vanderiyn, distinguished American artist in Paris, requoste 
ing the latter, at Ruspinits instanco, to obtain some samplos 
of Fonzi's porcelain teeth, to be sent to Ruspini or his son in 
London. As a footnote to this lettor, it might be observed that 
Vanderlyn not only was acquainted with Fonzi, but also was a 
close friend of Aaron Burr, then an exile in London. Burr later 
joinod Vanderlyn in Paris and was introduced by the latter to 
Fonzi on February 27, 1810. Burr, after having Fonzi make him 
a denture, left Paris for London, carrying with him noarly a 
thousand of Fonzi'ts teeth, which he planned to present to Groone- 
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wood (and ultimately did), but because of his impecuniousness 
triod unsuccessfully to sell to several dentists in London 
(Denton, "Adventuros of Aaron Burr's Toeth," D. Students' Mare 
23:1h4-16 Jane 1945). Among the three unnamed by Burr in his 
diary (Private Journal of Aaron Burr, 2 vols. Rochester, N.Ye, 
1903), ono may have been Chevalier Bartholomew Rus»ini, still 
alive in 1812, or more likoly his sone Burr had called on Fox 
and De:cshemant. 


LITERATURE ON PHARMACY EDUCATION 
k/ From the Americon Institute of the History of Pharmacy, the 
editor has recently received some interesting pamphietse 


One by Glenn Sonnedecker 1s interesting to the historians of 
dental education since it furnishos some analogies and contrasts 
in the experience of pharmacy school associations with the oxi- 
gencies of dental college organizations. The article, reprinted 
from tho American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, July 195\4, 
is entitled “The Conference of Schools of Pharmacy--a Period of 
Frustration". The narrative of difficulties, hesitations, and 
ultimate dissolution of the Conference represents problems more 
or loss common to all early educational efforts in the healing 
arts. This fact suggests that the history of education in any 
one of these fields can be fully understood only if the oxper- 
ifence of medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, and various other profese 
sions be studied in common. 


EMORY DENTAL SCHOOL AND ITS PREDECESSORS 

R/ The Medical School Centennial Issue of the Emory Alumnus 
(October 195) contains an historical article by Mary xoberts 

Davis on "The Yesterdays of the School of Medicine (p. 9-18, 6h- 

66). Several paragraphs are devoted to the history of Emory 

School of Dentistry and the dental institutions that were its 

predecessorse 


PIPERNO AND TRILUSSA 
R/ Dorothy M. Schullian, acting chief of History of Medicine 
Division of The Yvmed Forces Medical Library, has contributed 
to tho Journal of the History of Medicine and Allicd Sciences 
(9:273-280 July 1954) an article on the friendship between the 
lato Arrigo Piporno (died April 2, 1947), distinguished Italian 
dentist, and Carlo Alborto Salustri (died Dec. 21, 1950) satiri- 
cal poet and caricaturist, who signed himself Trilussa or Trie 
The numerous illustrations are dental caricatures. 


CARIES IN PRIMITIVE PEOPLES 


tal caries was rare among such people and that the prosence of 
caries was rolated.ta the character of the food. 
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| R/ Antonio Scarpa, in Rivista Italiona de Stomatoloria 9:659- 
| | 676 June 1954, roviews the literaturé on tne occurrence of Y 
caries in prehistoric, primitive, and uncivilized peoples. Ho 

| . is unable to substantiate the commonly accepted views that dene 
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